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Power Angular Spread of a Single Cluster
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METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR
EVALUATING RADIATED PERFORMANCE
OF MIMO WIRELESS DEVICES IN THREE
DIMENSIONS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is related to and claims priority to U.S.
Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/708,320, filed Oct.
1, 2012, entitted METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR
EVALUATING RADIATED PERFORMANCE OF MIMO
WIRELESS DEVICES IN THREE DIMENSIONS, the
entirety of which is incorporated herein by reference.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

n/a
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a method and system for
evaluating radiated performance of Multiple Input Multiple
Output (MIMO) wireless devices in three dimensions.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The advent of wireless technologies such as LTE and
802.11n, which take advantage of the multipath nature of
radio propagation in the real world, have led to the develop-
ment of test methods for evaluating the radiated performance
of these devices in a controlled simulated environment. Cur-
rent embodiments of these test systems generally evaluate the
performance in a statistically uniform, highly multipath envi-
ronment (reverberation chamber) or in a uniform azimuthal
boundary array capable of simulating a wide variety of envi-
ronments through the application of an appropriate channel
model, where the device is rotated through the simulated
environment to determine average performance. While the
latter boundary array method can generally be expanded to
provide full spherical environment simulation, the implemen-
tations are generally cost prohibitive. In addition, both meth-
ods generally provide average performance metrics without
significant detail on the orientation specific impact of the
device performance.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments advantageously provide systems and meth-
ods for evaluating the performance of wireless devices in a
simulated multipath RF environment. In one embodiment, a
plurality of antennas are arranged in a constellation distrib-
uted over a solid angle, such as on the two-dimensional sur-
face of a sphere, to simultaneously transmit or receive signals
simulating a single cluster of reflections in a real 3-D envi-
ronment. A variety of different mechanisms may then be used
to rotate the cluster relative to the device under test (DUT) to
map a three dimensional picture of the device’s performance
in the presence of a faded multipath channel.

According to some embodiments, a system is provided for
simulating radiation from a cluster of reflections. The system
includes an array of antenna elements distributed in space
over a solid angle having an angular spread. The solid angle
covers substantially less than a full sphere and each antenna
element has a spatial orientation. The system also includes a
variable path simulator in communication with the antenna
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elements. The combination of the spatial distribution of the
antenna elements, the orientation of the antenna elements,
and weighting applied by the variable path simulator cause
simulation of a near field environment arising from a cluster
of reflections of a multipath environment.

According to some embodiments, a method is provided for
simulating radiation from a cluster of reflections. The method
includes providing a spatial distribution of antenna elements
over a solid angle having an angular spread, where the solid
angle covers substantially less than a full sphere. The method
includes connecting each antenna element to a variable path
simulator. The variable path simulator is configured to com-
municate with the antenna elements. The method also
includes adjusting at least one of the spatial distribution,
orientations, and weighting applied by the variable path simu-
lator to simulate a near field arising from a cluster of reflec-
tions.

According to some embodiments, an anechoic test cham-
ber is provided to test a response of an RF device to a cluster
of reflections of a multipath environment. The anechoic test
chamber includes an enclosed room and a plurality of antenna
elements. Each antenna element has a connector to enable
connection of an antenna element to a variable path simulator.
The plurality of antenna elements are mounted to at least one
structure so that the antenna elements are distributed in space
over a solid angle that covers substantially less than a full
sphere. At least one structure is provided upon which to
mount the antenna elements. A positioner supports a radio
frequency, RF, device to be tested within the chamber.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete understanding of the present invention,
and the attendant advantages and features thereof, will be
more readily understood by reference to the following
detailed description when considered in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 is a graph of a power angular spread of a single
cluster showing a relative power distribution as a function of
azimuth angle;

FIG. 2 is a graph of a distribution along two orthogonal
directions;

FIG. 3 is a graph for a two-axis cluster at two different
points on a surface of a sphere;

FIG. 4 is a graph for a uniform distribution suitable for
representing a single cluster at an arbitrary point on the sur-
face of a sphere;

FIG. 5 is a graph for an elliptically shaped cluster with a
uniform variation in direction around the center ofthe cluster;

FIG. 6 is an illustration of a partial surface boundary array
suitable for simulating a cluster of reflections in communica-
tion with a variable path simulator and a MIMO tester;

FIG. 7 is an illustration ofhow a cluster distribution may be
mapped to the partial boundary array;

FIG. 8 is an illustration of a single cluster boundary array
with single polarized elements along the edge of the cluster;

FIG. 9 is an illustration of a high resolution antenna array;

FIG. 10 is an illustration of an implementation where the
dual polarized elements are oriented to be approximately
co-polarized;

FIG. 11 is an illustration for providing a 3-D manipulation
of a fixed single cluster boundary array about a device under
test (DUT);

FIG. 12 is an illustration of mounting of a single cluster
boundary array on a theta arm to allow elevating the cluster
around a DUT on a turntable;
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FIG. 13 is an illustration of rotating the single cluster
boundary array of FIG. 12 about theta;

FIG. 14 is a diagram of an enclosed test chamber having an
antenna array constructed in accordance with principles of
the present invention; and

FIG. 15 is a flowchart of an exemplary process of simulat-
ing a cluster of reflections.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Before describing in detail exemplary embodiments that
are in accordance with the present invention, it is noted that
the embodiments reside primarily in combinations of appa-
ratus components and processing steps related to evaluating
radiated performance of MIMO wireless devices in three
dimensions. Accordingly, the system and method compo-
nents have been represented where appropriate by conven-
tional symbols in the drawings, showing only those specific
details that are pertinent to understanding the embodiments of
the present invention so as not to obscure the disclosure with
details that will be readily apparent to those of ordinary skill
in the art having the benefit of the description herein.

As used herein, relational terms, such as “first” and “sec-
ond,” “top” and “bottom,” and the like, may be used solely to
distinguish one entity or element from another entity or ele-
ment without necessarily requiring or implying any physical
or logical relationship or order between such entities or ele-
ments.

In considering the possible continuum of propagation envi-
ronments that a wireless device might encounter, the range
varies from the extremely high multipath behavior produced
by a reverberation chamber (which produces an excellent
multi-path environment for MIMO operation, but isn’t highly
likely to be seen to that extent in any real world scenario) to a
direct line of sight, with no multi-path and no real de-corre-
lation between the transmitted/received signals. The direct
line of sight (LOS) case in a completely anechoic environ-
ment is similar to the test methodologies currently used to
evaluate the performance of SISO (single antenna) radios.
However, this approach is not suitable for testing the perfor-
mance enhancements of multiple antenna wireless technolo-
gies like MIMO and diversity.

At the edge of this continuum near the LOS case is the
concept of a single cluster of reflections, which produces a
multipath propagation condition with only a small amount of
differentiation (i.e. the signals are still highly correlated along
the main direction of propagation). Such a cluster of reflec-
tions may be encountered in the real world. For example, a
main reflector may be a broad side of a nearby building with
correlated reflections from nearby objects. Unlike the uni-
formly illuminated and highly uncorrelated environment of a
reverberation chamber, where any MIMO device can be
expected to perform reasonably well, the single cluster sce-
nario provides an environment that can be expected to pro-
duce a notably different level of performance between a
“good” and “bad” MIMO device due to the difficulty in sort-
ing out the highly correlated signals from the multiple trans-
mitters. Conversely, the single cluster only provides an indi-
cation of the performance of the device in a principal
direction of the cluster. By manipulating the orientation of the
cluster relative to the DUT, it is possible to evaluate the
performance of the device as a function of direction. Addi-
tionally, the average of that directional performance provides
an indication of the average performance of the device that
may be considerably different from its performance in a sta-
tistically uniform (averaged) environment.
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Standardized channel models may only define two-dimen-
sional models with a cluster represented by a distribution in
azimuth about the DUT as shown in FIG. 1. The distribution
of FIG. 1 may be obtained from an array of antennas in an arc
around the RF device. One may envision providing a distri-
bution along two orthogonal directions, as shown in FIG. 2.
However, simply providing a distribution along two orthogo-
nal directions does not necessarily produce the desired result.
For spherical coverage, the commonly chosen directions cor-
respond to the theta and phi directions of a spherical surface;
however, those locations are not orthogonal at all points on
the surface of a sphere, and thus such a distribution becomes
distorted at orientations other than theta=90°, as shown in
FIG. 3. One solution for this is to define a cluster using a radial
distribution on the surface to produce a distribution such as
shown in FIG. 4. This provides a more realistic representation
of'a “spot” on the surface of a sphere that represents a cluster
of reflections from a given region. The shape of the spot
(cluster) can be varied to represent a realistic geometry, as
shown, for example, in FIG. 5, without being aftected by the
spherical representation used in most measurement systems.

FIG. 6 shows an embodiment of an array of antenna ele-
ments 52 distributed in space over a solid angle having an
angular spread that may be used to simulate a cluster of
reflections about a given propagation direction around a
device 58. In some embodiments, the solid angle covers sub-
stantially less than a full sphere. For example, the solid angle
may be less than 120 degrees, less than 90 degrees, less than
60 degrees, less than 45 degrees or less than 30 degrees. The
angular spread of the antenna elements may be one value in
one direction and another value in another direction, such as
for an elliptical distribution of antenna elements. Thus, as
used herein, the term ‘solid angle’ may refer to a spherical
solid angle or a solid angle of another shape.

The array of elements 52 may be referred to herein as a
boundary array because the elements may be visualized as
being on a surface that bounds a device under test. Each
linearly polarized element of the array may be fed simulta-
neously by a variable path simulator 57, such as a channel
emulator, configured to produce a fading profile with the
target environmental specifications including the angular
spread of the simulated cluster in each direction. One result is
a directional power profile applied to the device with con-
trolled variability in polarization and orientation such as
shown in FIG. 7.

As shown in FIG. 6, the variable path simulator 57 has M
paths in communication with up to M antennas and N paths in
communication with another device 59 or antenna array. In
some embodiments, the variable path simulator 57 is imple-
mented with passive components only, whereas in other
embodiments, the variable path simulator 57 includes active
components. The variable path simulator 57 may provide
communication between the boundary array of FIG. 6, and a
MIMO tester 59, a radio such as a radio base station or
wireless device, another boundary array or another variable
path simulator. In some embodiments, the MIMO tester or the
radio may be integrated with the variable path simulator.

The variable path simulator 57 may be used to weight
signals from or to the antenna elements 52 and to introduce
multi-path propagation to the system. The combination of the
spatial distribution of the antenna elements, the orientation of
the antenna elements, and weighting applied by the variable
path simulator may cause a simulation of a near field envi-
ronment arising from a cluster of reflections of a multipath
environment. In some embodiments, the variable path simu-
lator transmits signals to the antenna elements or receives
signals from the antenna elements. In some embodiments, the
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variable path simulator may both transmit and receive signals
simultaneously or sequentially.

The boundary array method reproduces a target environ-
ment by using an array of independent antenna elements 52 to
reproduce the RF conditions at a bounding surface around the
device 58. In the ideal case of an infinite number of infinitesi-
mally small dual polarized dipole elements, any desired con-
ditions may be re-created within the region enclosed within
the volume. For the more realistic case of a finite number of
elements, the element spacing on the bounding surface deter-
mines the net separation distance over which two antenna
elements within the test volume will see the same field struc-
ture as in the ideal case. Beyond this maximum correlation
distance, the resulting behavior seen by the device 58 breaks
down and the device 58 is essentially able to resolve the
individual elements in the boundary array. In the case of a
single cluster illumination of the device, only a relatively
small portion of the boundary surface around the device needs
to generate a signal, since the contribution from other orien-
tations approaches zero. Thus, the same number of channel
emulation resources and boundary array antennas that might
be used to generate an azimuthal or spherical boundary con-
dition may be condensed into a much smaller area, increasing
the overall size of the test volume over which the ideal cor-
relation behavior is maintained.

Thus, in some embodiments, the antenna array elements
may be distributed evenly over a solid angle or may be dis-
tributed unevenly with a greater density of elements close to
a center of the array and a lower density of elements away
from the center of the array, for example. As another example,
the antenna elements may be positioned on an imaginary
spherical or parabolic surface. The spatial distributions of the
antenna elements, the orientations of the antenna elements
and the excitations applied to the antenna elements may be
chosen to create a specific desired radiation distribution such
as, for example, a substantially Gaussian distribution, a sub-
stantially Laplacian distribution or a substantially elliptical
distribution.

To further reduce the number of channel emulation
resources, possible implementations include using only one
polarization in each radial orientation of the single cluster
array, as shown in FIG. 8. The net effect of the cluster is still
a dual polarized behavior that can support an angular distri-
bution and a cross polarization ratio (XPR), but with roughly
half the number of antenna elements. In particular, some
embodiments may include at least one single polarized ele-
ment and at least one dual polarized element. Likewise, pos-
sible implementations may have more antenna elements to
produce a higher resolution boundary condition or support
larger angular spreads for a given cluster, as shown in FIG. 9.
In addition, the orientations of the antenna elements may be
have a desired orientation. Certain orientations may make it
easier to calculate the desired field distribution in the channel
model. FIG. 10 illustrates an embodiment where all elements
are oriented to be approximately co-polarized, allowing for
implementation of a theta/phi type orthogonal coordinate
measurement system. Note, however, that a uniform surface
distribution of the cluster may prevent all elements from
being exactly co-polarized, since the orientation of a phi axis
cut is not truly orthogonal to a theta cut at all points on the
surface of a sphere.

The benefits of a cluster of antenna elements to simulate a
cluster of reflections, in terms of boundary array resolution,
may only be realized, in some embodiments, in terms of
wireless device evaluation if the device performance can be
evaluated with the same cluster oriented in different direc-
tions around the device. For small devices, such as the device
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58, that can be mounted on a positioner 56 and manipulated in
two axes of motion, the embodiment shown in FIG. 11 can be
used, where the array of antenna elements 52 remains fixed,
mounted to the walls or other structure in an anechoic cham-
ber, and the device is rotated on a multi-axis positioning
system (MAPS) 56. An alternate embodiment is to move the
cluster of antenna elements 52 on a theta arm 54, as shown in
FIG. 12, where the array has been specifically designed to
provide the necessary clearance for the phi axis positioner 56
to allow the center of the cluster to approach theta=180°, as
shown in FIG. 13. Likewise, the phi axis turntable 56 shown
in FIG. 12 could be mounted on a goniometer tilt axis to allow
it to tilt towards or away from the single cluster array, again
fixed on the wall or ceiling, or with a smaller range of motion
itself.

Thus, the antenna elements can be mounted on one or more
structures. Such structure(s) can be rotated about an axis.
Such rotation may enable the structure and antenna elements
to be rotated about a device under test, DUT. For example, as
shown in FIGS. 12 and 13, the structure may include spaced
apart arms that emanate from a center of the structure. The RF
device to be tested may itself be positioned on a positioner
that rotates about one or more axis. An axis of rotation of the
positioner may be the same or different from an axis of
rotation of the array of antenna elements mounted on a rotat-
able structure. Thus, in some embodiments, the array rotates
and the device under test rotates so that the array may point at
any point on the device under test, providing full spherical
coverage. In some embodiments, only the device under test
rotates about two axis to provide full spherical coverage.

In some embodiment, a third axis of rotation could be
added that is orthogonal to the first two axes of rotation to
provide rotation about all three Euler angles, thereby allow-
ing for rotation of both the location and the polarization of the
cluster relative to the device under test. Also, the statistical
distribution of the cluster can be rotated electronically by the
variable path simulator to produce a desired third axis of
rotation, changing the shape and polarization of the cluster
applied to the array.

FIG. 14 shows a test chamber 50 to test a response of an RF
device to a cluster of reflections of a multipath environment.
In some embodiments, the test chamber is an anechoic cham-
ber that may be an enclosed room 50 that is partially or fully
lined with anechoic absorber (not shown). The enclosed room
50 has a plurality of antenna elements 52. Each antenna
element 52 has a connector by which the antenna element
may be connected to a variable path simulator (not shown).
The variable path simulator may be located interior of the
room or exterior of the room. At least one structure 54 is
provided, upon which the antenna elements 52 are mounted in
such a way that the antenna elements are distributed in space
over a solid angle that is substantially less than a sphere. A
positioner 56 is provided to support an RF device 58 to be
tested within the chamber. In some embodiments, the struc-
ture upon which the antenna elements are mounted is rotat-
able about a first axis, and the positioner is rotated about at
least a second axis. The second axis may be parallel or per-
pendicular to the first axis.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart of an exemplary process for simu-
lating radiation from a cluster of reflections to illuminate a
device under test. A spatial distribution of antenna elements
over a solid angle having an angular spread is provided, where
the solid angle is substantially less than a sphere (block
S100). Each antenna element is connected to a variable path
simulator, such as a channel emulator, to apply excitations to
the antenna elements (block S102). A cluster of reflections
may be simulated by adjusting at least one of the spatial
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distribution, orientations, and excitations of the antenna ele-
ments or weights applied to signals from the antenna ele-
ments.

Note that additional elements could be added to the array,
and the electrical center of the array could be shifted by
suitable excitation of the array elements to simulate a cluster
emanating from a different direction. This may be done
instead of or in addition to rotating the cluster of antenna
elements. Note also, that the invention has been described
primarily by reference to excitation of the antennas via a
simulator. Conversely, the antennas can be excited by radia-
tion from a device under test to produce at each antenna
element a signal that may be weighted by the simulator to
emulate a cluster of reflections.

It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art that the
present invention is not limited to what has been particularly
shown and described herein above. In addition, unless men-
tion was made above to the contrary, it should be noted that all
of the accompanying drawings are not to scale. A variety of
modifications and variations are possible in light of the above
teachings without departing from the scope and spirit of the
invention, which is limited only by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for simulating a cluster of reflections, the
system comprising:

an array of antenna elements distributed in space over a

surface having finite curvature and bound by a solid
angle having an angular spread, the solid angle covering
substantially less than a full sphere, but extending over a
region to enable the antennas to simulate a near field
environment arising from a cluster of reflections of a
multipath environment, each antenna element having a
spatial orientation, the antenna elements being mounted
on a structure that includes spaced apart arms that ema-
nate from a center of the structure, the spaced apart arms
being curved and distributed to position the antenna
elements over the surface having finite curvature and
bound by the solid angle; and

a variable path simulator in communication with the

antenna elements, the combination of the spatial distri-
bution of the antenna elements, the orientation of the
antenna elements, and weightings applied by the vari-
able path simulator to signals of the antenna elements,
causing a simulation of a near field environment arising
from a cluster of reflections of a multipath environment.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the antenna elements are
distributed evenly over the solid angle, and spaced closely
enough that a device under test cannot resolve an individual
radiation pattern of each of the antenna elements.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the antenna elements are
positioned on a spherical surface.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein a density of antenna
elements close to a center of the array is greater than a density
of antenna elements further away from the center of the array.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the spatial distribution,
the spatial orientations and excitations of the antenna ele-
ments are chosen to cause the array to exhibit a radiation
distribution that is substantially Gaussian.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the spatial distribution,
the spatial orientations and excitations of the antenna ele-
ments are chosen to cause the array to exhibit a radiation
distribution that is substantially Laplacian.

7. The system of claim 1, wherein the spatial distribution,
the spatial orientations and excitations of the antenna ele-
ments are chosen to cause the array to exhibit a radiation
distribution that is substantially elliptical.
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8. The system of claim 1 wherein the weights applied by the
variable path simulator are chosen to shift an electrical center
of'the array.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the structure is rotatable

5 about an axis to rotate the array of antenna elements about a
device under test through an angle to sequentially cover dif-
ferent solid angles surrounding the device under test.

10. The system of claim 1, wherein the structure is rotatable
about a first axis to rotate the array of antenna elements
through an elevation about a device, and the system further
includes a device positioner that is rotatable about at least a
second axis to rotate the device azimuthally.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein one of the structure
and the positioner are further rotatable about a third axis
different from the first or second axis.

12. The system of claim 1, wherein at least one of the
antenna elements is dual-polarized and at least one of the
antenna elements is single-polarized.

13. A method of simulating a cluster of reflections, the
method comprising:

providing a spatial distribution of antenna elements over a

solid angle having an angular spread, the solid angle
covering substantially less than a full sphere, the antenna
elements being mounted on a structure that includes
spaced apart arms that emanate from a center of the
structure, the spaced apart arms being curved and dis-
tributed to position the antenna elements over the sur-
face having finite curvature and bound by the solid
angle;

connecting each antenna element to a variable path simu-

lator, the variable path simulator configured to commu-

nicate with the antenna elements; and

adjusting at least one of the spatial distribution, orienta-

tions, and weightings applied by the variable path simu-
lator to signals of the antenna elements to simulate a near
field environment arising from a cluster of reflections.

14. The method of claim 13, further providing an anechoic
chamber surrounding the spatial distribution of antenna ele-
ments.

15. An anechoic test chamber to test a response of an RF
device to a cluster of reflections of a multipath environment,
the anechoic test chamber comprising:

an enclosed shielded room at least partially lined with RF

absorber;

aplurality of antenna elements, each antenna element hav-

ing a connector to enable connection of an antenna ele-

ment to a variable path simulator that applies weights to
signals of the antenna elements; and

at least one structure upon which to mount the antenna

elements, the structure including spaced apart arms that
emanate from a center of the structure, the spaced apart
arms being curved and distributed to position the
antenna elements over a surface having finite curvature
and bound by a solid angle extending over substantially
less than a full sphere; and

a positioner to support a radio frequency, RF, device to be

tested within the chamber.

16. The anechoic test chamber of claim 15, wherein the at
least one structure is rotatable about a first axis.

17. The anechoic test chamber of claim 16, wherein the
positioner is rotatable about a second axis.

18. The anechoic test chamber of claim 17, wherein the
65 positioner is further rotatable about a third axis.
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